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beauty and vitality of this California valley and
bought 52,000 acres in 1873. As the years
passed by, the city saw slow growth and fi-
nally a boom when the railroad came through.
By 1890, almost 800 people lived in the valley.
Unfortunately, by 1935 the city had gone bust
like so many western towns whose livelihood
depended upon the railroad.

It would not be until 1987, more than fifty
years later, that Murrieta Valley would once
again come into its own. That year saw explo-
sive growth for this sleepy little town. Totaling
only 542 residents in 1970 and little more than
2,250 a decade later it found its population in-
crease by a multiple of eight by 1991, to
20,000 residents, when Murrieta became an
incorporated city. This year, as they celebrate
their 10th Anniversary it finds itself the home
of some 50,000 residents.

As a city and community, Murrieta has
thrived with the greater control of its destiny
over the last 10 years. That includes providing
services from within the community instead of
outside, such as police, fire and library sys-
tems of its own rather than contracting for
these services.

In 10 short years, the City of Murrieta has
seen its population and communities grow be-
cause of dedication to affordable housing, pro-
tecting the natural beauty of the valley, good
schools, low crime and clean air. The city
adopted its first General Plan after more than
50 public meetings to draft a vision of what
the new city would become over the next sev-
eral decades. The police department was cre-
ated in 1992, the fire department in 1993 and
the library system in 1998. Public services like
these are what bind a city together along with
the building of parks and recreational facilities
and more. In fact, for their incredible progress
as a city Murrieta has won numerous awards
for innovation and performance.

Mr. Speaker, looking back, the city of
Murrieta and its residents can hold their heads
high with pride at what their once small town
has become in only 10 short years. I wish to
extend to them my congratulations as families,
community leaders and business leaders gath-
er on this Saturday, June 30th, to celebrate
their 10th Anniversary. Congratulations to the
‘‘Gem of the Valley!’’
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Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, today I am
introducing a resolution concerning the perse-
cution of the Montagnard peoples in Vietnam.

The Montagnards are indigenous peoples of
the Central Highlands of Vietnam who have
long suffered discrimination and mistreatment
at the hands of successive Vietnamese gov-
ernments. In the 1960’s and 1970’s the
Montagnard freedom fighters were the first line
in the defense of South Vietnam against inva-
sion from the North, fighting courageously be-
side members of the Special Forces of the
United States Army, suffering disproportion-
ately heavy casualties, and saving the lives of
many of their American and Vietnamese com-
rades in arms. Today the Montagnards are
singled out by the Vietnamese government

due to their past association with the United
States, their strong commitment to their tradi-
tional way of life and to their Christian religion.

Due to this persecution, many Montagnards
have attempted to flee Vietnam to other coun-
tries, including Cambodia. The Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia has announced that
Montagnards found in Cambodia who express
a fear of return to Vietnam will be placed
under the protection of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees rather then
forcibly repatriated to Vietnam. Unfortunately,
it appears there is a policy of systematic repa-
triation of Montagnard asylum seekers to Viet-
nam by some officials of the central govern-
ment. There also are credible reports that Vi-
etnamese security forces are operating openly
in the Mondulkiri and Ratanakiri provinces of
Cambodia to repatriate Montagnards.

My resolution urges the government of Viet-
nam to allow freedom of religious belief and
practice to all Montagnards, return all tradi-
tional Montagnard lands that have been con-
fiscated, allow international humanitarian orga-
nizations to deliver humanitarian assistance di-
rectly to Montagnards in their villages, and to
withdraw its security forces from Cambodia
and stop hunting down refugees. It also com-
mends the Royal Government of Cambodia for
its official policy of guaranteeing temporary
asylum for Montagnards fleeing Vietnam and
urges the Cambodian government to take all
necessary measures to ensure that all officials
and employees of the local, provincial, and
central governments fully obey the policy of
providing temporary asylum. Finally, this reso-
lution has the Department of State make clear
to the Government of Vietnam that continued
mistreatment of the Montagnard peoples rep-
resent a grave threat to the process of normal-
ization of relations between the governments
of the United States and Vietnam.

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Montagnard peoples of Vietnam by
cosponsoring this resolution.
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, today, Rep-
resentative NEAL (D–MA) and I introduced the
Small Business Welfare Benefits Protection
Act which deals with Welfare Benefit Plans
governed by Section 419A of the Tax Code.
The Code currently allows a deduction for
contributions to multiple employer welfare ben-
efit plans.

The purpose of this legislation is to provide
some clarity to this section of the code in a
fashion that protects pension tax law while al-
lowing small businesses to provide important
benefits, such as life and health insurance,
long term care insurance and severance bene-
fits to their employees. While any employer
can utilize Section 419A plans, they allow
small business to compete with large employ-
ers in attracting and retaining talented staff by
enabling them to offer meaningful benefits like
the ones I just mentioned.

Section 419A plans are independently trust-
ed and administered ensuring employees that

the funds set aside for their benefit are there
when they need them most, when a company
is facing economic difficulties. This is the right
policy and we should do everything in our
power to encourage small businesses to pro-
tect their employees against the proverbial
rainy day.

In terms of clarifying the Code, my legisla-
tion would ensure that all full time employees
benefit. The allowable deduction would be lim-
ited to the cost of the benefit for the year in
which the deduction is taken. Finally, the bill
would prevent an employer who terminates
participation in plan from pilfering the assets of
the plan at the expense of the rank and file
employees.

This legislation will ensure that 419A plans
work the way they were intended to by Con-
gress, namely for the employees, especially
small business employees.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, while we take
into account the millions who die each year in
Africa from this deadly disease we know as
HIV/AIDS, we must also focus our attention on
the Caribbean, as the second largest popu-
lation to become infected with this devastating
disease, as reported in the front page of the
Washington Post on June 19, 2001, for those
who may have missed it, I submit it for the
record.

Two-thirds of all those diagnosed with the
AIDS virus in the Caribbean are dead within
two years. What is even more outrageous is
that AIDS is the leading cause of death in the
Caribbean for those aged 15 to 45 and the
numbers are growing.

About one in every 50 people in the Carib-
bean, or 2% of the population has AIDS or is
infected with HIV, the virus which causes
AIDS; more than 4% in the Bahamas, and
13% among urban adults in Haiti.

The UN estimates that there were 9,600
children infected in the Caribbean. Further, the
Caribbean Epidemiology Centre (CAREC) as
well estimates that the overall child mortality
rate will increase 60% by 2010 if treatment is
not improved.

Clearly, there is a need not only for the
United States government’s assistance but
also for those major private foundations that
provide AIDS money for Africa to also develop
programs that will come to the aid of those in
the Caribbean.

I proudly commend Congresswoman DONNA
CHRISTENSEN and her efforts to raise aware-
ness in the community, as this disease is kept
silent. I also commend the government of the
Bahamas as being the only country in the re-
gion that has offered universal antiretroviral
treatment over the last several years.

While we simply take medical services and
treatment for granted in this country, as the
number of AIDS cases decreases per year in
North America and increases in the Carib-
bean; it is our obligation to help provide assist-
ance to these governments in order for them
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